
 
 
 

WELCOME TO YOUR MERCED MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CITY OF MERCED 

 
 

AUTHORITY MEMBERS 
 

Janet Young Chair, Richard Basart Vice-chair, Kraig Riggs,  
Allen Rutledge, Robert Avalle, Larry Morelock and Jerry Crews. 

 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

7:00 pm                                                                                                      THURSDAY 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS              FEBRUARY 12, 2009 
678 WEST 18th STREET 
MERCED, CALIFORNIA                                                           (www.cityofmerced.org) 
 
 
 
Staff reports or other written documentation relating to each item of business referred to on the 
agenda are on file in the Airport Administration office of the Airport Superintendent.  Any person 
who has questions concerning any agenda item may call the Airport Superintendent to make 
inquiry regarding the nature of the item described on the agenda.   
 

 

http://www.cityofmerced.org/


 
The public has the opportunity to ask questions or comment at the time specific agenda items 
are considered.  Normally, each agenda item will have a staff presentation, followed by 
comments or questions by the Airport Authority members.  If requested by an audience 
member, the Chairperson will then allow the public to make comments or ask questions.  After 
any public input, the Authority may have further discussion before taking action to the next 
agenda item. 
 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER  
 
 
B. ROLL CALL 

 
 
C. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 
 
D. WRITTEN PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 
E. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 
 

1. Tom Lopes, Gateway Air Center 
 

 
At this time, any member of the audience may comment on any matter not listed on the agenda.  
Please stand and state your name and address for the record.  The Authority will not take 
action on the item that is brought to their attention this evening.  If it requires action, it will be 
referred to staff and/or listed on the next Authority agenda. 
 

********* 
Please be brief and to the point.  Avoid repeating what previous speakers have said.  If two or 
more individuals are here as a group and wish to speak on one side of an issue, please select a 
single spokesperson to present your views. 
 

 
F. CONSENT CALENDAR   

 
 

1. AIRPORT AUTHORITY MINUTES FOR JANUARY 15, 2009. 
 

Recommendation: Adopt a motion to approve and file. 
 



 
G. REPORTS  

 
1. AIRPORT RATES AND CHARGES 
 

Recommendation: For discussion and direction to staff. 
 
 

2. AIRPORT LEASE AGREEMENT OF CONTROL TOWER CAB 
 

Recommendation: For discussion only. 
 
 
3. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  

 
Recommendation: For discussion only. 

 
 

H.  AUTHORITY BUSINESS 
 
1. POSSIBLE INCOMPATIBLE LAND USE ACTIVITY 

  
Recommendation:   Discussion as desired by Authority members.   

 
 
2. OTHER BUSINESS FROM AUTHORITY MEMBERS 
 

a) TSA proposed rule change for security measures related to aircraft 
with a MTOW of 12,500 lbs 

 
Recommendation:   Authority members may introduce items to be 
calendared for a future agenda. 
 

I. ADJOURNMENT:   
 

TO THE NEXT AIRPORT AUTHORITY MEETING, TUESDAY MARCH 
17, 2009 AT 7:00 PM IN THE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS, 678 
WEST 18TH STREET MERCED, CA  95340. 

 



  
  
  
  

 

MERCED MUNICIPAL AIRPORT AUTHORITY  
CITY OF MERCED 

MINUTES 
 

SAM PIPES CONFERENCE ROOM                 THURSDAY 
MERCED CIVIC CENTER                     JANUARY 15, 2009 
678 WEST 18TH STREET 
MERCED, CA           
            

A. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Janet Young called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.   
 

B. ROLL CALL 
 
Members Present:  Janet Young, Rich Basart, Jerry Crews, Robert Avalle 

Kraig Riggs, and Larry Morelock 
 
Members Absent: Allen Rutledge (Excused) 
 
Staff Present:  Ron Elliott and Jessica Cortright 
 

C. ADDITIONS/DELETIONS TO THE AGENDA 
 
None. 

 
D. WRITTEN PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATION 

 
1. 2008 Merced Area Aviation Christmas Party 
 

Airport Superintendent Ron Elliott shared that the Bill Bulfer organized a 
Christmas Party on December 18, 2008 in an effort to form a Merced Area 
Aviation Association.  Vice President Region III of the California Pilots 
Association Carol Ford was the guest speaker and about 80 aviation enthusiasts 
were present. 

 
E. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

 
1. TOM LOPES, GATEWAY AIR CENTER – Not present. 
 

F. CONSENT CALENDAR 
 

1. AIRPORT AUTHORITY MEETING MINUTES FOR NOVEMBER 18, 2008. 
 
M/S/C – Basart/Riggs motioned to approve and file the minutes for November 18, 
2008 as submitted.  
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G. REPORTS 
 

1. SCASDP GRANT UPDATE 
 

a. Committee’s selection 
 
Airport Superintendent, Ronald K. Elliott reported that twelve firms submitted 
responses to the Small Community Air Service Development Program (SCASDP) 
Grant RFP.  The SCASDP steering group committee narrowed the field down to 
five after accomplishing reviews of all proposals.  After personal interviews were 
accomplished of the final five, the sub-committee recommended the selection of 
TJA Advertising from San Luis Obispo.  Final approval of TJA Advertising will be 
accomplished by the City Council on January 20.  If approved, TJA Advertising’s 
first line of business will be to develop a marketing and Advertising Plan by 
March 1. 
 

2. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT  
 
a. December 2008 
b. January 2009 
 
Airport Superintendent, Ronald K. Elliott submitted written reports and verbally 
highlighted on the completion of the new Airport Storage-Maintenance Building 
that was awarded to Viking General Contractors, Inc., and stated that the Hangar 
Café has been open for over a month now under the new management of Juan 
Diaz and that patrons continue to grow in numbers and the restaurant appears to 
be operating smoothly.   
 

3. AIRPORT NAME CHANGE 
 
Airport Superintendent, Ronald K. Elliott stated that to brand and separate the 
airport a name change is recommended, especially now with the SCASDP Grant 
for Marketing and Advertising.  The suggested name change is to be Merced 
Regional Airport/Macready Field, instead of Merced Municipal Airport/Macready 
Field.  According to the FAA all that is required to change the name is a letter 
from the Mayor requesting a change along with the City Council minutes 
approving the name change. 
 
M/S/C –Basart/Morelock motioned to approve the recommendation to change the 
name to Merced Regional Airport/Macready Field.  
 

4. AIRPORT RATES AND FEE STUDY 
 
Airport Superintendent, Ronald K. Elliott stated that it is time for the airport to 
conduct a rates and fees study.  An Intern Opportunity has been posted by 
personnel on the City of Merced’s website, however the study will be completed 
be an intern, staff or volunteer by May 2009 for possible adjustments to be in 
effect by July 2009. 
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H.  AUTHORITY BUSINESS

 
1. POSSIBLE INCOMPATIBLE LAND USE ACTIVITY 
 

None. 
 

2. OTHER BUSINESS FROM AUTHORITY MEMBERS 
 

Authority member Larry Morelock presented the TSA proposed rule change for 
security measures related to aircraft with a MTOW of 12,500 lbs to the authority 
members.  Mr. Morelock stated that this rule change will be a huge impact on this 
airport, and may effect the direction stated in the Master Plan to attract more 
corporate planes to the Merced Airport.  He requested this item be put on the 
February 12, 2009 agenda and asked staff to invite a TSA Representative to 
attend to offer more information and field questions, as well as inviting tenants 
and other users of the Merced Airport. 
 

I. ADJOURNMENT  
 

M/S/C – Crews/Basart motioned to adjourn the Airport Authority meeting at 7:37 
pm and to meet again on Thursday, February 12, 2009 at 7:00 pm at the Civic 
Center, 678 W 18th Street, in the Council Chambers. 

 
 
_______________________________________________ 
Janet Young, Chairperson 
Merced Municipal Airport Authority 



G-1 

          
 

To:  Airport Authority 

From:  Ronald K. Elliott, Airport Superintendent 

Date:  February 12, 2009 

Re:             Rates and Charges 

 
 
The current Rates and Charges Resolution will expire June 30, 2009.  
The last Rates and Charges Resolution was accomplished for a five-
year period starting July 1, 2004.  As Airport Staff begins the new 
Rates and Charges study we are looking for direction and discussion 
on how we might better accomplish this important study.  For 
comparison purposes, the last study is attached to the Airport 
Authority handouts for review. 
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