Merced Police Department

NEWS RELEASE
June 27, 2014

Captain Tom Trindad
Office: (209) 385-6233
Dispatch: (209) 385-6905

For Immediate Release
__________________________________________________________________________
Date and Time:
Location:
Incident:
Arrested Person:
Case Number:

March 21, 2014 @ 9:10PM
301 West Main Street
Manslaughter
Jesse Saucido
2014-12579

On Friday, June 27, 2014 detectives from the Merced Police Department arrested Jesse Saucido,
36, of Merced on charges of manslaughter in the death of Jack Kline, 55, of Atwater.
There was a verbal argument on March 21, 2014 at the Merced Theatre, over noise during the
performance by comedian Ralphie May. During the show there was a confrontation between Mr.
Kline and Mr. Saucido and detectives believe Mr. Saucido punched Mr. Kline. Mr. Kline was taken
to a Modesto hospital where he was treated and released but later died on April 9, 2014. In a
report from the Merced County Coroner’s Office completed last week, Mr. Kline’s death was
attributed to injuries he sustained during the March 21 incident.
Jesse Saucido is the son-in-law of Merced Police Chief Norman Andrade. Upon learning of the
incident, the Chief immediately recused himself from the case. Chief Andrade did not participate
in, nor oversee any of the personnel involved in the investigation.
Merced Police Sgt. Scott Skinner oversaw the detectives investigating the case. Throughout the
investigation, Capt. Trindad reported the status of the case directly to City Manager John Bramble.
Capt. Trindad reported that the detectives investigating the case believe there was enough
probable cause to arrest Mr. Saucido on manslaughter charges. Manslaughter is a case where
the crime resulting in death was committed in the heat of the moment.
The case will be turned over to the Merced County District Attorney’s Office, who will decide
whether to file charges against Mr. Saucido.
Police Officers are asking anyone with any information regarding this incident to contact Detective
Paul Johnson at (209) 388-7742, or the Merced Police Department Tipster Line at (209) 3854725. The public can send information via anonymous text messages to police department by
dialing “TIP411” (847411) and including the word “ComVIP” as the “keyword” in the text message.

.
X

X

X

X

X

