AGENDA ITEM #H.
BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING DATE: October 23, 2012

CITY OF MERCED
Development Services

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Bicycle Advisory Commission
Kim Nutt, Planning Technician II
October 23, 2012
Preliminary Discussion for National Bike Month/Bike-to-Work Week, May 2013

ACTION REQUIRED:
•

Discussion, with no formal action; or,

•

Appoint member(s) to be Bike Month Community Liaison(s) to represent the BAC in
planning of community events, and to report back to the BAC at future meetings; or,

•

Some other appropriate action, as determined by the Commission.

BACKGROUND
The League of American Bicyclists promotes National Bike-to-Work Week each May. As of
the writing of this report, the 2013 Bike Month and Bike to Work Week dates have not yet
been posted on their website.
Last year, the Commission opted to nominate one member to represent the BAC at the
regular meetings of local cycling and health organizations which were planning activities.
Groups mostly focused on Bike-to-Work Day, when multiple energizer stations were
organized throughout the City.
Also, with the BAC’s input, City staff also prepared a formal proclamation recognizing and
supporting National Bike Month and Bike to Work and School Week, which was accepted by
BAC representatives at a City Council meeting.
DISCUSSION
By placing this item on the agenda, staff hopes to assist the Commission and involved
community members by providing a forum to begin preliminary discussions for Bike Month
2013.
Staff suggests that the BAC continue to encourage local groups to organize events, with the
BAC merely lending its support. Unfortunately, City staff involvement in Bike Month planning
will likely be limited, due to staff cuts and budget restrictions.
If there is interest in more time-consuming BAC involvement and event planning for next
year, staff strongly suggests that BAC members and members of the public consider the
formation of a Bike Month planning sub-committee, with appointed BAC members and
motivated community members, to better facilitate coordination and planning of any events.
As required by the Brown Act, minutes of these meetings would be taken by the sub-
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committee members and reported to the Commission at regular BAC meetings by a subcommittee member.
For ideas on possible activities, the League of American Bicyclists has a dedicated webpage
for Bike Month advice, organizer’s kits, promotion ideas, and downloads:
(http://www.bikeleague.org/programs/bikemonth/promo.php).
At the February 2013 meeting, staff will ask for input in drafting the 2013 City of Merced Bike
Month Proclamation.
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