AGENDA ITEM #F
BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING DATE: December 11, 2012

CITY OF MERCED
Development Services
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Bicycle Advisory Commission
Bill King, Principal Planner
December 11, 2012
Section 5 - 2013 Bike Plan, “Existing Bike System”

ACTION REQUIRED:
Commission Recommendation of Proposed Bike Plan section
BACKGROUND
Section 5 of the draft 2013 City of Merced Bicycle Transportation Plan describes the existing
bike system, and will include the following sections:
•
•
•
•
•

2008-2013 Actual Bike Use
Existing Bikeways
Existing Support Facilities and Programs
Existing Mobility Connections
Past Bike System Expenditures

The text of the 2008 Bike Plan was updated and amended, and is presented on pages 2 to
10 of this report.

ACTION
Staff recommends that that the BAC review draft Section 5 to: 1) identify subjects needing
clarification; and, 2) topics needing adjustment, and, then take action at the December 2013
meeting to either approve or to recommend changes.
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Section 5: Existing Bike System
2008-2013 Actual Bike Use
From the U.S. Census 2006-2010 American Community Survey, there are an estimated 373
bicycle commuters in Merced, or 1.3% of the work force (these figures do not include
students commuting to school). The implementation of this plan will result in a
comprehensive, continuous, and well-maintained bikeway network, maximizing bicycling
benefits to the area’s cycling and non-cycling public. Therefore, the implementation of this
plan will raise the percentage of bicycle commuters (employees and students) to 5%. This
increase will be supplemented by a ridership growth of other bicyclists (recreational, avid,
short-trippers, etc.).
Existing Bikeways
The City of Merced has the most comprehensive bikeway system in the County. The Merced
urbanized area has an extensive system of bicycle paths, with its bikeway system consisting
of facilities in each of the three classifications. There are currently 18 miles of Class I paths,
24 miles of Class II lanes, and 11 miles of Class III routes completed. The Existing Bikeway
System is identified in Figures 5.1a and 5.1b
Bear Creek, Black Rascal Creek, Cottonwood Creek, and Fahrens Creek traverse through
the City. Much of the area alongside the creeks has been developed as linear parks, with
bike paths leading to residential and recreational areas, schools, and some commercial
centers. Such environments are particularly ideal for the commuting and recreational aspects
of bicycling. Class I bicycle paths are located along Bear Creek, Black Rascal Creek,
Cottonwood Creek, and Fahrens Creek, with an intent in keeping the creek side
environments as natural as possible, while still being user-friendly.
The Bear Creek Path was constructed in the mid 1970’s in three phases originating from the
western end near Snelling Highway (Highway 59). About 2-¼ miles of bike path up to Mercy
Hospital and underpasses at G and M Streets were built during Phase I. Phase II extended
the project up to the McKee Road bridge (city limits) and County participation extended the
bike path beyond City Limits. Phase II constructed three miles of bike path with about 50
percent having completely separate paths for east and west directions. Phase III is 1-¾
miles. The Bear Creek path is the most used path by many commuters as it travels in an
east/west direction providing direct access to Downtown and shopping areas, Applegate
Park, hospitals and medical clinics, and provides further connections with Class II bikeways
on arterial and collector streets.
The Black Rascal path was constructed in the late 1970’s originating at Snelling Highway
(Highway 59) and extends east towards McKee Road. This section, built in two phases, is
about 2-5/8 miles. The bike path is eight feet wide, with a three-inch thick asphalt layer and
parallels the creek. Phase III, an extension from McKee Road to Lake Road that would have
completely connected the Black Rascal Class I bike path system with the County’s UC
Merced/Lake Road Class I path, is now partially constructed, with only a small portion
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unfinished. West of G Street, the path runs along many residential areas and Merced High
School, providing bikeway access to many commuters and a direct route to schools and
medical offices. Further west, Black Rascal Creek path eventually is joined by the Fahrens
Creek system.
With Merced’s housing market boom beginning in approximately 2001 and ending in 2007,
residential and commercial land developers were required to design and install both Class I
and II bikeways. As a direct result of development occuring between 2001 and 2007 and a
dedication to implementing the Bike Plan, the City of Merced has experienced a large
increase in both the number and quality of its Class I and II bikeways, particularly
connections to its newest paths, the Cottonwood and Fahrens Creek path systems.
The Cottonwood Creek Class I bike path, in its long-range conceptual form, would follow the
natural course of the creek’s path from its split at the fork of Fahrens Creek easterly up to the
UC Campus connection at Lake Road. Currently, the completed section of this path runs
easterly from Fahrens Creek to Gardner Road,. The path provides easy access from
residences to shopping, schools, medical and other offices, and a hospital.
The Fahrens Creek Class I bike path system is approximately halfway completed, with
finished sections running northward from the merging point of Black Rascal Creek and
Fahrens Creek just east of Highway 59 at Buena Vista to the area just north of Cardella
Road. The remaining uninstalled section will continue the path northward to Bellevue Road,
and then will continue in a northeast trend along Fahrens Creek to G Street. The remaining
uninstalled portions north of Bellevue Road would be built as land is developed in those
areas, which likely will not occur for many years to come.
As aforementioned, another bicycle Class I path runs northward alongside Lake Road
between Yosemite Avenue and Lake Yosemite, outside of the city limits. This path was
recently upgraded by the County and will most likely connect with both the Cottonwood and
Black Rascal Creek bike path systems to the south, at some future point in time.
Existing Class II bicycle lanes include many of the arterial streets within the City, including
major sections of G Street, M Street, Yosemite Avenue, and McKee Road. Several other
streets have shorter sections with designated bicycle lanes. These include R Street, V
Street, West Avenue, Main Street, 18th Street, and 21st Street. Like the Class I path system
discussed above, many sections of Class II lanes have been added as more parts of the City
have been developed, further increasing and improving the City’s overall bikeway
connectivity.
Class III bicycle routes are located on sections of additional collectors and arterials including
V Street, 26th Street, Glen Avenue, and Childs Avenue. The City of Merced has designated
bicycle routes wherever bikeway connections are necessary, but no opportunity for lanes or
paths exist. While bike routes are not the ideal, bike route signs remind drivers and cyclists
to share the road.
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Figures 5.1a: Existing Bike Facilities (North Merced)
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Figures 5.1b: Existing Bike Facilities (South Merced)
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Existing Support Facilities and Programs
Parking
Bicycle racks are the most common types of bicycle parking facility seen in Merced. Due to
increasing popularity in bicycle commuting, bike racks are located at many sites throughout
Merced including; various locations in the downtown area, the Merced Mall, all of the schools,
Mercy Hospital, and several large employers. Bicycle lockers are available at the Merced
Transportation Center.
In (date), a survey of existing bicycle racks and number of spaces was performed in the City
of Merced. The bike parking survey is filed at the City of Merced Planning Division. The
survey results are summarized below:
Bicycle Parking Facilities
Retail
Office Buildings
Government Buildings
Schools
Libraries
Transit
Recreation Centers
Totals

Bike Racks
57
14
9
96
4
118
5
303

Bike Spaces
168
28
10
1509
24
197
27
1,963

To be consistent with the questions posed by the League of American Bicyclists, and to
expand the City’s knowledge of bike parking, the following bike-parking categories should be
utilized in the next round of bike parking surveys:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Schools
Libraries
Transit Stations
Transit Vehicles (internal and external)
Parks and Recreation Centers
Government Buildings
Office Buildings
Shops/Retail
Public Housing

Showers
(Language to be provided at a later date)
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Bike Lockers / Long-Term Parking
Having safe, long-term bicycle security, such as the bicycle shelters at Mercy Hospital, the
Transportation Center, and the Amtrak station may encourage bicyclists to use their bikes as
their initial transportation to one of these storage areas before continuing their trip by train or
bus. This long-term parking will be especially helpful for bicyclists wanting to take
Greyhound, since Greyhound will not carry bikes.

Safety and Education Programs
(Language to be provided at a later date)

Existing Mobility Connections

Mobility connections encourage bicycling. Figures 5.2a and 5.2b show the existing bikeway
system relative to: 1) the Merced County bus service; 2) Cat Tracks; 3) the Amtrak station;
and, 4) the Merced Transportation Center, which is the hub location in Merced for the Merced
County bus service, Yosemite Area Regional Transportation System (YARTS), and
Greyhound Bus.
Merced County Transit Buses
The Merced County transit buses are equipped with bicycle racks; these features enhance
the bicyclist’s range of travel. For locations that the Merced County transit system does not
service directly (slightly off the fixed-route system, i.e. residences), bicyclists could ride to
those places from locations along the fixed-route bus transit system.
Cat Tracks
The Merced County bus service is run by the Transit Joint Powers Authority for Merced
County. Cat Tracks is run and operated by UC Merced. The Cat Tracks buses are also
equipped with bicycle racks.
Amtrak and on YARTS
Bicyclists could take along their bikes on Amtrak and on YARTS. Bikes are permissible on
certain Amtrak trains as long as the passenger's bike is no more than 50 pounds
(http://www.amtrak.com/bring-your-bicycle-onboard). A passenger can take a bike on a
YARTS bus as long as space is available in the bus' undercarriage luggage compartment.
Greyhound will not carry bikes.
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Figure 5.2b: Mobility Connections (North Merced)
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Figure 5.2b: Mobility Connections (South Merced)
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Bike System Expenditures (2008 to 2012)

BIKE PROJECT
Bike Path Projects
Cottonwood Creek - Phase I (E of G St N of hosp to Tanager) (Project #103045)
Cottonwood Creek - Phase II (Cot.Creek Commuter Bike Path)
Cottonwood Creek - Phase III (White Dove to Gardner & W of G St)
Campus Parkway bike path
Highland Park bike path
Black Rascal Creek bikeway (Parsons to McKee)
Barclay Way Bike Path (next to Bellevue Rd high school)
Fahrens Creek Bike Path (W of R St, N of Yosemite Av) (Project #101067)
Cottonwood Creek Bike Bridge to G Street (W of G over ditch)
* Black Rascal Creek - Moraga to Yosemite Ave/Lake Rd
Black Rascal Creek Bikeway “G” to “M”
Bike Lane Projects
Yosemite Avenue bike lane @ G St / (Project #111061)
G Street Underpass (22nd St to 26th St) (Project #109052)
16th Street Overlay (on G St, from 16th St to 22nd St)
G Street Overlay (26th St to Park Ave)
Paseo-Merced (10 feet of pavement on G/Bellevue)
Moraga (bike lanes on Yosemite Ave)
Bike lanes on Mercy Ave @ hospital
W 18th Street restriping/resurfacing (G to N Streets)
* Bike lanes, Central & South Merced
Other
M Street Retaining Wall (Bear Creek @ Mercy Community) (Project #104006)
Parsons Avenue Extension (Project #112036)
Mercy Hospital (employee bike cage) / privately installed
* Bike Racks / Bike Shelters
(CMAC grant)
* Bridges at Bear Creek
* Bear Creek Bike Path CMAQ Grant
* Black Rascal Creek Bike Path CMAQ Grant

APPROXIMATE
($) EXPENSE
207,000.00
120,457.90
197,531.52

83,600.00
458,465.00
25,669.00
149,847.00
21,500.00
33,000.00
33,000.00
33,000.00
100,000.00
33,000.00
280,000.00
119,710.00
5,000.00

