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SUBJECT: Declaration of Surplus Property at the northeast corner of E. 23rd Street & 

G Street 
 
ACTION: Adopt a finding that the Declaration of Surplus Property is consistent with 

the General Plan 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
 

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission adopt a finding that the Declaration of 
Surplus Property is consistent with the Merced Vision 2030 General Plan and related 
master plans and forward the finding to the City Council. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 

In 2009-10, the City of Merced acquired various properties (through purchase and sales 
agreements with the property owners) that were needed for the construction of the G 
Street/BNSF Railroad Undercrossing, including 4 parcels at the northeast corner of E. 
23rd and G Street (Attachment A).  These properties were needed for the right-of-way for 
the undercrossing itself, because direct access to the properties from G Street would no 
longer be possible, and for other safety and access concerns.  Prior to construction, the 
parcels housed a liquor store, a car wash, a laundry, and a single-family home.  The G 
Street Undercrossing was completed in 2011.  After construction of the undercrossing, 
the car wash, laundry, and single-family home remained; however, the intention was to 
eventually sell the portions of the property not directly needed for the undercrossing for 
commercial development.   
 
The 4 parcels (Assessor’s Parcel Numbers 34-011-002, 34-011-009, 34-011-007, and 34-
011-024) are still owned by the City of Merced and will be made available for sale to 
interested developers for future commercial development once they are declared surplus 
property.  (The City is also currently processing a Lot Combination application to merge 
the 4 parcels into one parcel of 1.93 acres.)  In accordance with Government Code 
Section 65402, the finding of consistency with the General Plan by the Planning 
Commission is the first step in the process for declaring the property as “surplus.”  The 
rest of the steps would be completed by the City Council. 
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GENERAL PLAN CONSISTENCY 
 

The General Plan is a document that looks ahead 20 years or more and establishes broad 
policies relating to growth.  Although the General Plan identifies major infrastructure 
needs, such as major roadways, sewer trunk lines, new fire and police stations, etc., the 
General Plan does not contain a comprehensive detailed list of projects that the City will 
build over the life of the plan nor does it include specific design details about projects 
that are mentioned in the General Plan.  Therefore, although the G Street Undercrossing 
project is mentioned in the General Plan on pages 4-37, 4-38, and 4-68 (Attachment B), 
the General Plan does not address any specific details about acquiring property or right-
of-way for the project or what should be done with any surplus property generated by the 
project.   
 
Three of the properties in question (APN 34-011-002, -009, and -024) are designated as 
General Commercial and 1 parcel (APN 34-011-007) is designated as Low Density 
Residential on the General Plan Land Use Diagram.  (It should be noted that the City has 
begun the process of amending the General Plan to change the Low Density Residential 
parcel to General Commercial and that application will be coming to the Planning 
Commission in the next month or two.) 
 
City staff has reviewed the Declaration of Surplus Property against the policies, text, and 
maps in the Merced Vision 2030 General Plan.  The Declaration of Surplus Property 
would not conflict with any parts of the General Plan.  Based upon these findings, the 
Planning staff recommends that the Planning Commission adopt a finding of General 
Plan consistency for the Declaration of Surplus Property at the northeast corner of E. 23rd 
Street and G Street (Attachment A).   
 
Attachments 

A) Map of 4 Parcels proposed to be Declared “Surplus” 
B) Excerpts from the Merced Vision 2030 General Plan regarding the G Street 

Undercrossing 
 
[Ref: KE\Projects\2013\Planning Commission\Staff Reports\SR#13-14-Surplus23rd-G-Aug21-13PC.docx] 
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