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Bellevue Community Plan Bikeway Plan

ACTION REQUIRED:
Information item and opportunity to comment
BACKGROUND
Recognizing that long-term urban growth will occur in the area between the City and ever
growing UC Merced, the recently adopted Merced Vision 2030 General Plan identified a
need to prepare a Community Plan to guide future growth in the area between “G” Street and
Lake Road, along Bellevue Road. The Bellevue Community Plan (BCP) encompasses an
area of 2.42 square-miles, and will establish a land-use map, a mobility plan, and tackle
questions such as the location and amounts of student housing, research and development
parks, and the design of Bellevue Road.
In December 2010, the City was awarded $251,000 through the State of California Strategic
Growth Council (SGC) to prepare the Bellevue Community Plan (BCP). Work on the project
began in the Spring of 2012 and is nearing completion, with public hearings to occur in mid2014. Susan Gerhardt, a member of the Merced Bike Coalition, is a member of the project’s
Citizen Advisory Ad-hoc Committee.
PRIOR BAC REVIEW AND ACTION
On April 24, 2012, the BAC reviewed and commented on the initial report concerning future
bikeways within the planning area of the Bellevue Community Plan; individual comments
from BAC members included the following ideas:
•

Connect the northwest/southeast high-power tension line area with the Lake Road/UC
Community with a Class I facility, taking them through the housing developments and
business parks that will eventually go in;

•

For effective mobility, encourage Class I bike paths to cross busy streets with the use
of above- and below-grade crossings, notably along Bellevue Road;

•

Connect planned open space/park areas to Lake Yosemite Regional Park;

•

Businesses should be required to provide lockers and showers to their employees to
encourage bike commuting;

•

Physically separate bicycles from traffic lanes;
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•

Connect bikeways on Lake Road across the Lake Yosemite dam leading to Old Lake
Road;

•

Include bicycle detectors at intersections; and,

•

Consistently maintain bike paths and lanes.

DISCUSSION
Staff has prepared a draft bikeway map for the Bellevue Community Plan (Attachment A).
This image shows the plan’s open space network, proposed land use areas and circulation.
Two types of bikeways are shown: 1) off-street bike paths in green; and, 2) on-street bike
lanes in blue. Existing bikeways are shown as solid lines and proposed bikeways are
dashed. Proposed “floating schools” are marked with a red cross, and light yellow circles
indicate location of bikeway under-crossings of arterial streets. Bikeway crossing of collector
streets will be at street grade.
ACTION
City Staff and the project consultants are currently crafting the initial draft of the Community
Plan. The BAC, as a group, is requested to review the draft bikeway plan for the Bellevue
Community Plan (Attachment A), and to provide comment to the Planning Staff for
consideration.

Attachment
A. Draft Bikeway Map of the Bellevue Community Plan
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