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SUBJECT:  Vacation #14-01, initiated by the City of Merced to abandon 

approximately 1,503 square feet of right-of-way along the western side of 
North Highway 59, approximately 500 feet south of Cooper Avenue. 

 
ACTION: Finding: 

1) The proposed vacation is consistent with the General Plan.  
 

RECOMMENDATION 
The City of Merced initiated the vacation of a portion of public right-of-way located on the west 
side of North Highway 59, approximately 500 feet south of Cooper Avenue (Attachment A).  
Engineering and Planning Department staff has reviewed this request and recommend that the 
Planning Commission adopt a Finding that the proposed Vacation is consistent with the General 
Plan.  The area to be vacated consists of approximately 1,503 square feet of right-of-way along 
the western side of North Highway 59 (Attachments B and C).  Caltrans has varying widths of 
right-of-way along North Highway 59.  In this particular area, sufficient roadway width would 
remain after the proposed vacation to allow the construction of an arterial roadway if Caltrans 
decides to widen North Highway 59 in the future. 
 
BACKGROUND 
The area of right-of-way proposed to be abandoned was acquired by the City of Merced in 
conjunction with the widening of Highway 59 and installation of a traffic signal at Highway 59 
and Cooper Avenue.  The property was dedicated to the City at no cost as an easement for a 
PG&E gas main.  PG&E decided to place the gas main near Willowbrook Drive, therefore, this 
easement and right-of-way is not necessary.  Since the project has been completed, the right-of-
way is no longer necessary and should be vacated.  Once the City vacates the property it would 
be “quit-claimed” back to the owner of the parcel adjacent to the right-of-way (Attachment A). 
 
Attachments: 

A) Location Map 
B) Map of Vacation Area 
C) Legal Description of Vacation Area 
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