
AGENDA ITEM #G 
BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  February 24, 2015 

CITY OF MERCED 
Planning Department 

 
TO: Bicycle Advisory Commission 

      FROM: Bill King, Principal Planner 
      DATE: February 24, 2015 
SUBJECT: Bicycle Registration 
 
 

A member of the City of Merced Police Department will present an oral report on this item.  Please 
review the two attachments noted below.   
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

A. Report from Commissioner Isai Palma from December 9, 2014, regarding Bicycle Registration 
and Licensing 

B. Bicycle Advisory Commission Staff Report from October 28, 2014, regarding Bicycle 
Licensing 
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AGENDA ITEM #G 
BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  October 28, 2014 

CITY OF MERCED 
Planning Department 

TO: Bicycle Advisory Commission 
      FROM: Bill King, Principal Planner 
      DATE: October 28, 2014 
SUBJECT: City of Merced Bicycle Licensing 

BACKGROUND 

The purpose of this report is to provide the Commission with an update on the process to license 
bicycles in the City of Merced.  Among other items, the report describes the process and associated 
costs to license a bicycle.  Your ideas to improve or supplement this process are welcomed and will be 
presented to the City of Merced Police Chief for his consideration. 

The City’s website provides the best description about bicycle licensing in the City of Merced, and is 
located under the Frequently Asked Question (FAQ) section.  One way to access this information is to 
use the search field, by simply typing “bike.”   Alternatively, you could add the following to your 
browser: 
http://www.cityofmerced.org/questions/categoryqna.asp?id=12#665.  

The Bicycle License Application Forms are presented in Attachment A.  Either form can be submitted 
to the Police Department. 

DISCUSSION 

The FAQ section presents the following information: 

“Do I need a license for my bicycle? 

Yes, all bikes are required to be licensed. You can obtain a bike license at the Police 
Department. You can either fill out the form on-line and bring it in to the Police Station 
or fill one out at the station. For the form you need the following information off the 
bike: Serial number, wheel size, make, brand and frame size.  

There is a charge of $5.00 for a license, and it is good for 3 years. 

You may want to bring the bike down to the station with you to ensure you have all the 
needed information.  

All bicycle licenses are done at the Central Police Station at 611 W. 22nd Street, 
Merced, between 8:00 a.m.- 1200 Noon & 1:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m” 

The “fee” part of the FAQ website information needs to be updated.  There is an initial cost of $5 to 
register the bicycle, which is confirmed by receipt of a license sticker to be affixed to the bike.  At that 
time, a second sticker is issued (no charge), and lists the expiration date of the license, which will 

ATTACHMENT B

http://www.cityofmerced.org/questions/categoryqna.asp?id=12%23665
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Page 2 
 
always be 12/31/YEAR.  For example, if you license you bike on 7-1-14, the expiration date will be 
12/31/2014.  As there is no 3-year expiration date; that part of the FAQ needs to be corrected.  Instead, 
there is a $3 annual renewal fee that updates the initial expiration date.  Payment of the annual renewal 
fee is on the honor system, however; there is no specified due date to pay.  The Police Department 
could ask for back-payment if someone seeks renewal years after they receive the initial license.  
 
The only other part of the FAQ that needs updating is the hours to process a request.  Bicycle licenses 
may be obtained from the Police Department between the hours of 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday through 
Friday, including the lunch hour. 

 
ACTION 

None required: This is an information status report only.  If the BAC opts to provide a recommendation 
to City Staff, for example, suggested approaches to education through the permit process, then a formal 
vote should be taken. 
 

 
ATTACHMENTS 

A. Bicycle License Application Form 
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