
AGENDA ITEM I 
BICYCLE ADVISORY COMMISSION MEETING DATE:  December 8, 2015 

CITY OF MERCED 
Planning Department 

 
TO: Bicycle Advisory Commission 

      FROM: Bill King, Principal Planner 
      DATE: December 8, 2015 
SUBJECT: Highway 59 & Olive Avenue/Santa Fe Avenue Caltrans Roundabout 
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
By way of an applicant for a prospective development located at the northwest corner of the State 
Highway (SH) 59 North and Santa Fe/Olive Avenue intersection, the City of Merced Planning 
Department became aware of Caltrans' interest to modify said intersection, including the possible 
installation of a roundabout.  A Class I Bikeway, which connects North Merced with Central Merced, 
utilizes this signalized intersection (Attachment 1).  This is of particular concern as this is the only 
Class I facility in the City that links these areas.  
 
As you are aware, Caltrans recognizes the importance of the creation, maintenance, and enhancement 
of local bicycle and pedestrian travel, and each year spends and/or funnels millions to fill gaps in 
bikeway and sidewalk networks, certainly not to create them.  The City views any project to improve 
"travel" intersections as an opportunity to improve all forms of mobility.  From this perspective we 
seek your input. 
 
PROJECT DESIGN 
 
Efforts by Caltrans to improve traffic flow and air quality impacts are welcomed.  Attached is a 
preliminary Project Study Report (PSR) of the contemplated improvements to the intersection 
(Attachment 2).  
 

Signalized Intersection: 

An existing traffic conflict exists where the Class I pathway enters the intersection.  Vehicles 
travelling northbound on SH 59 that turn right onto eastbound Olive Avenue have trouble 
yielding to pedestrians and cyclists that are travelling on the Class I bikeway, which is also 
used by pedestrians.  Improved signage, lane markings and other structures that create a safe 
passage across the intersection are needed. 

 
Roundabout Design Option: 

Roundabouts can be more efficient at moving vehicular traffic than signalized intersections; 
this is due to the removal of the traffic signal.  On the other hand, loss of the traffic signal 
removes the current method used by cyclists to safely cross the intersection.  The proposal also 
includes a “free-right” turn from SR 59 North to eastbound Olive Avenue that would cross the 
Class I facility.  The plans for a roundabout show at-grade multi-use crosswalks without traffic 
controls on all four approaches of the intersection.  Users would need to wait, watch and cross; 
islands are provided in case this movement style cannon be accomplished in a single move. 
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PROJECT SITE IMAGES 
 
An aerial image of the site is provided in Attachment 1.  The picture below is of the multi-use path on 
the east side of northbound SR 59 facing Olive Avenue.  
 
 

 
 
 
ACTION 

Staff seeks input from the City's Bicycle Advisory Commission (BAC) to discuss local issues and 
concerns related to bicycle use and travel in this area.  Also welcomed is discussion of various design 
options that the BAC may be aware of that would be a good fit for the site.  Comments will be 
considered and amended as appropriate by City Staff, then forwarded to Caltrans. 

Caltrans’ notes that there will be time for additional public comments in the future. 

 

Attachments: 

1. Aerial Image of the site showing the Class I Bikeway 

2. Project Study Report (PSR) 



Multiuse Path

Multiuse Path

Photo Point

ATTACHMENT 1



ATTACHMENT 2
















































































	BACKGROUND
	PROJECT DESIGN
	ACTION



