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Local Government Tribal Consultation List Request 
 

Native American Heritage Commission 
1550 Harbor Blvd, Suite 100 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 

916-373-3710 
916-373-5471 – Fax 
nahc@nahc.ca.gov 

 
Type of List Requested 

☐   CEQA Tribal Consultation List (AB 52) – Per Public Resources Code § 21080.3.1, subs. (b), (d), (e) and 21080.3.2 
 

☐   General Plan (SB 18) - Per Government Code § 65352.3. 
Local Action Type: 

___ General Plan   ___ General Plan Element         ___ General Plan Amendment 
 
___ Specific Plan   ___ Specific Plan Amendment   ___ Pre-planning Outreach Activity  

 
Required Information 
 

Project Title:____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Local Government/Lead Agency: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Contact Person: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Street Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City:_____________________________________________________   Zip:__________________________ 
 
Phone:____________________________________   Fax:_________________________________________ 
 
Email:_____________________________________________ 
 
Specific Area Subject to Proposed Action 
 

County:________________________________    City/Community: ___________________________ 
 
Project Description: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional Request 

☐   Sacred Lands File Search  - Required Information: 
 

USGS Quadrangle Name(s):____________________________________________________________ 
 
 ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Township:___________________   Range:___________________   Section(s):___________________ 
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E.2 ‐ Native American Heritage Commission Response 
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October 15, 2015 
 

Merced County Historical Society 

Merced County Courthouse Museum  

21st and N Streets, Merced, CA 95340 

 

Subject:  Proposed  Project at Coffee and Gerard Street , City of Merced, Merced County 

Dear Sir or Madame: 
 
At the request of Gateway Park Development Partners, FirstCarbon Solutions (FCS) is conducting a cultural 

resources assessment for a proposed project within the City of Merced, CA.  The proposed project involves 

the redevelopment of an approximate 77.5 acre parcel located on the south end of the City of Merced, east 

of Coffee Street, south of Gerard and north of E. Mission Ave. Campus Parkway bisects the site 

approximately 850 feet north of E. Mission Ave. (see attached map). 

To determine the presence or absence of cultural and historical resources within the proposed project area 

and a ½ mile radius, FCS conducted a record search at the Central California Information Center (CCIC) at 

Cal State Stanislaus. To identify any historic properties or resources, the current inventories of the National 

Register of Historic Places (NR), the California Register of Historic Resources (CR), the California Historical 

Landmarks list (CHL), the California Points of Historical Interest (CPHI) list, and the California State Historic 

Resources Inventory (HRI) for Merced County were reviewed to determine the existence of previously 

documented local historical resources. An intensive pedestrian survey has also been conducted at the 

location. 

If you have any additional information regarding potential historic or cultural resources in proximity or 

relation to the proposed project area, we would greatly appreciate your input. 

Please feel free to contact me at 925.357.2562 or via email at ddepietro@fcs-intl.com  and thank you for 

your valuable assistance. 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Dana Douglas DePietro, Ph.D. 

Senior Scientist, Archaeology 
FirstCarbon Solutions  

1350 Treat Boulevard, Ste. 380 

Walnut Creek, CA 94597 

Enc: Project Area Map 

mailto:ddepietro@fcs-intl.com
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E.4 ‐ Paleontological Report 
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Kenneth L. Finger, Ph.D. 
Consulting Paleontologist 
 

 

18208 Judy St., Castro Valley, CA 94546-2306         510.885.1585 klfpaleo@comcast.net 
 
October 18, 2015 
 
Dana DePietro 
FirstCarbon Solutions 
1350 Treat Boulevard, Suite 380 
Walnut Creek, CA 94597Ramon, CA 94583 
 
Re:  Paleontological Records Search: Merced Gateway Master Plan Project (FCS 

1566.0010), City of Merced, Merced County  
 
As per your request, I have conducted a thorough search of the University of California 
Museum of Paleontology (UCMP) paleontology database for the Merced Gateway Project. 
The project site is located in W½, SW¼, Sec. 34, T7S, R4E, Merced  quadrangle (USGS 
7.5-series topographic map, 1987). 
 
Geologic Units 
The geologic maps of Matthews and Burnett 
(1965), Page and LeBlanc (1969), and 
Marchand and Allwardt (1978) indicate that 
the entire area of concern consists of 
Quaternary alluvium. The portion of the 
Marchand (1976) map shown here, with the 
project site outlined in yellow, shows that 
the area as the latest Pleistocene Modesto 
Formation (Qm) and the late Pleistocene 
Riverbank Formation (Qr). 
 
Records Search 
The UCMP database records six vertebrate 
localities in the Modesto Formation in 
Fresno, Stanislaus and Yolo counties, and 
nine in the Riverbank Formation in Fresno, 
Madera, Merced, Sacramento, and Stanislaus counties. The sole locality in Merced County 
is located about eight miles east of the project site; it yielded elements of a Rancholabrean 
fauna but specific taxa are not listed. The database lists another five Rancholabrean 
localities more distantly located in the county, but without naming their geologic units. 
Their composite fauna includes Mammut americanum (American mastodon), Glossotherium 
harlani (Harlan’s ground sloth). Equus (horse), Bison (bison), and Camelops (camel). 
Previously undisturbed alluvium in the surface and subsurface of the target area have the 
potential of containing vertebrate fossils; therefore, any excavations of these deposits have 



Paleontological Records Search: Merced Gateway (1566.0010) K. L. Finger, 10.18.15 
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the potential of imacting significant paleontological resources. This potential, however, is 
low because vertebrate fossil occurrences in alluvium tend to be spottily distributed, 
primarily in pointbar and floodplain deposits. Nevertheless, all Pleistocene alluvium should 
be considered as having a high paleontological sensitivity.  
 
Recommendations 
In accordance with CEQA guidelines, paleontological mitigation measures will be needed 
on all projects that involve excavations of previously undisturbed deposits. A pre-
construction paleontological survey is unnecessary because the terrain is relatively flat and 
probably disturbed by agriculture. If any excavations will impact previously undisturbed 
alluvium, it would be prudent to have a qualified cultural resources specialist present to 
monitor those activities. If any vertebrate fossils are discovered by anyone working on the 
construction site, all activities in the immediate vicinity of the find are to cease until a 
qualified paleontologist evaluates the find for its scientific value. Paleontological resources 
deemed significant should be efficiently salvaged for deposition in an accredited and 
permanent scientific institution (e.g., UCMP) where they can be properly curated and 
preserved for the benefit of current and future generations. 
 
If I can be of further assistance on this project, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Sincerely, 
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Photograph 1: View from the northeast corner of the project area; facing southwest    

Photograph 2: View from the northwest corner of the project area; facing southeast    
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Photograph 3: View from the southwest corner of the project area; facing northeast    

Photograph 4: View from the southeast corner of the project area; facing northwest    
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Photograph 5: View of East Gerard Avenue and adjacent developments to the north; facing east 

Photograph 6: View of South Coffee Street and Pioneer Elementary School to the west; facing west   
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Photograph 7: View of Campus Parkway bisecting the project area; facing east    

Photograph 8: View of East Mission Ave and adjacent development to the south; facing southeast   
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Photograph 9: Typical soils and soil visibility in the northern half of the project area    

Photograph 10: Typical soils and soil visibility in the southern half of the project area   
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Photograph 11: View of debris, trees, and electrical pole associate with demolished structure; facing north  

Photograph 12: View of earthen drainage ditch in the north of the project area; facing east 
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