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Chapter 20.28 –  ACCESSORY STRUCTURES 

Sections: 

20.28.010 General Requirements 

20.28.020 Residential Accessory Structures 

20.28.030 Non-Residential Accessory Structures 

 

20.28.010 General Requirements 

A. Separation Between Structures.  Accessory structures shall be set back from other 
structures on the same lot as required by the Building Code. 

B. Attached Structures.  Accessory structures attached to a primary structure shall be 
considered a part of the primary structure and shall comply with all standards 
applicable to the primary structure, including lot coverage requirements.  

20.28.020 Residential Accessory Structures  

A. Permitted Residential Accessory Structures and Uses.  Accessory structures and 
uses permitted in residential zones include: 

1. Home occupations (See Chapter 20.48). 
2. Second units (See Chapter 20.42). 
3. State Licensed foster homes, state-licensed small family day care homes of 1-8 

children, and state-licensed large family day care homes of no more than 14 
children. 

4. Accessory buildings and uses customarily 
appurtenant to a permitted use, such as garages, 
carport, off-street parking areas, personal storage 
buildings, fences, etc. 

5. Temporary subdivision tract offices, building yards, 
and tract signs, for a period not to exceed 6 months 
after completion of construction of the tract. 

6. Rooming houses and boarding homes of no more than one person in R-1 zones 
and no more than two persons in R-2, R-3, and R-4 zones. 

7. Other uses listed in Section 20.28.020.C and 20.28.020.D. 
8. Underground public utility distribution and transmission lines.   
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B. Development Standards. 

1. The maximum height and minimum setbacks for accessory structures in 
residential zoning districts shall be as specified in Table 20.28-1 and as shown in 
Figure 20.28-1.   

2. Accessory structures shall be subject to all other development standards that 
apply to primary structures in the applicable zoning district. 

 
 

TABLE 20.28-1 HEIGHT AND SETBACK STANDARDS FOR  
RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY STRUCTURES 

Height (max.)  35 ft. 

Setbacks (min.) 

   Interior Yard 3 ft. [1] 

   Exterior Yard Same as required for primary structure 

Notes: 
[1] 5 feet minimum for garages off an alley or any accessory structure exceeding 120 square feet. 
 

FIGURE 20.28-1   DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS FOR RESIDENTIAL ACCESSORY 

STRUCTURES 
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C. Habitable Accessory Structures 

1. Rear Dwellings.  

a. An accessory structure to the rear of a 
primary structure on the same lot shall be 
used for residential purposes only if it 
conforms to all the lot area, setback, open 
space, and off-street parking requirements 
within the applicable zoning district. 

b. Vehicle access to all such rear dwellings 
shall be provided by a driveway with a 
minimum width of 10 feet for lots with two 
dwelling units and 20 feet for lots with 
three or more dwelling units. 

2. Dwelling Units over Garages.  Accessory structures with a dwelling unit above 
a ground floor garage shall be set back a minimum of 3 feet from a rear 
property line abutting an alley with the garage itself requiring a minimum 
setback of 5 feet. 

3. Guest Houses. 
a. Guest houses or detached servants’ quarters shall be located on the rear 

half of the lot. 
b. No kitchen facilities shall be permitted and no plumbing or utilities shall be 

allowed except for heating, air conditioning, and the discharge of wastes 
from a toilet or bathroom. 

D. Swimming Pools  
1. Swimming pools shall be 

set back a minimum of 5 feet from 
all property lines, unless otherwise 
allowed under the Building Code. 

2. Fences, barriers, and pool 
equipment storage areas for 
swimming pools shall be provided 
as required by the Building Code 
and State law.   
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20.28.030 Non-Residential Accessory Structures 

Accessory structures in non-residential zoning districts are subject to the same 
development standards (e.g., height and setbacks) as primary structures in each zoning 
district.  Accessory structures in non-residential zoning districts shall be limited to those 
structures needed to support the primary structure or land use on the site, including, 
but not limited to, off-street parking facilities, storage buildings, equipment buildings, 
utility buildings, etc., subject to the discretion of the Director of Development Services. 
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