DROUGHT AND WATER CONSERVATION
ADVISORY/AD HOC COMMITTEE
AGENDA
COUNCIL CHAMBERS
678 WEST 18th STREET
MERCED, CALIFORNIA

A.

CALL TO ORDER

B.

ATTENDANCE

C.

WRITTEN PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

D.

ORAL COMMUNICATIONS

3:30 P.M
Thursday, May 7, 2015
(www.cityofmerced.org)

BUSINESS RELATED ITEMS
E.

INTRODUCTION BY CHAIRPERSON

DROUGHT AND WATER CONSERVATION RELATED ITEMS
F.

UPDATE OF STATE ACTIONS AND SCHEDULE

G.

UPDATE OF CITY METER INSTALLATIONS

DROUGHT AND WATER CONSERVATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE AGENDA
May 7, 2015
PAGE 2 OF 2
NEW BUSINESS
H.

DISCUSSION OF CONSERVATION MEASURES AND INCENTIVES

ADJOURNMENT:
I.

SET DATE FOR NEXT MEETING

INFORMATIONAL ATTACHMENTS
1) NOTICE OF PROPOSED EMERGENCY RULE MAKING - State Water
Resources Control Board, April 29, 2015
2) City of Merced Conservation Activities
3) Conservation Measures and Incentives

NOTICE OF PROPOSED EMERGENCY RULEMAKING
April 29, 2015
Prohibition of Activities and Mandatory Actions during Drought Emergency

Required Notice of Proposed Emergency Action
Government Code section 11346.1, subdivision (a)(2) requires that, at least five working days
prior to submission of a proposed emergency regulation to the Office of Administrative Law
(OAL), the adopting agency must provide a notice of the proposed emergency action to every
person who has filed a request for notice of regulatory action with the agency. After the
submission of the proposed emergency action to OAL, OAL shall allow interested persons five
calendar days to submit comments on the proposed emergency regulations as set forth in
Government Code section 11349.6. This document and the accompanying information provide
the required notice.
Proposed Emergency Action
On January 17, 2014, Governor Brown declared a drought state of emergency. On
April 25, 2014 the Governor signed an Executive Order calling on the State to redouble state
drought actions. Among other things, the Executive Order directed the State Water Board to
adopt emergency regulations as it deems necessary, pursuant to Water Code section 1058.5, to
ensure that Urban Water Suppliers implement drought response plans to limit outdoor irrigation
and other wasteful water practices.
Water Code section 1058.5 grants the State Water Resources Control Board (State Water
Board) the authority to adopt emergency regulations in certain drought years in order to:
“prevent the waste, unreasonable use, unreasonable method of use, or unreasonable method of
diversion, of water, to promote water recycling or water conservation, to require curtailment of
diversions when water is not available under the diverter’s priority of right, or in furtherance of
any of the foregoing, to require reporting of diversion or use or the preparation of monitoring
reports.”
On July 15, 2014, the State Water Board adopted Resolution 2014-0038, which adopted an
emergency regulation for water conservation that added new sections to title 23 of the California
Code of Regulations. That emergency regulation became effective on July 28, 2014, upon
approval by the Office of Administrative Law and filing with the Secretary of State. On March
17, 2015, the State Water Board amended and readopted the emergency regulation through
adoption of Resolution 2015-0013, and the amended and readopted regulation took effect on
March 27, 2015, upon approval by the Office of Administrative Law and filing with the Secretary
of State. On April 1, 2015, Governor Brown signed Executive Order B-29-15, directing the State
Water Board to, among other things, impose restrictions to achieve a statewide 25 percent
reduction in potable urban water usage through February 2016, as compared to the amount
used in 2013. On May 5 the State Water Board will consider a resolution to amend and readopt
the existing emergency regulation, with some significant updates to address the actions called
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for in Executive Order B-29-15, for an additional 270 days. The proposed updated emergency
regulation consists of four main types of requirements: a prohibition on certain irrigation
practices; an order that all urban water suppliers, as defined, reduce their total potable water
production by a defined percentage; an order that other distributors of public water supply, as
defined, reduce potable water consumption; and an order for all self-supplied commercial,
industrial, and institutional water users to reduce potable water usage. The proposed regulation
also includes reporting requirements and new tools to ensure compliance.
Proposed Text of Emergency Regulations
See the attached proposed text of the emergency regulation.
Finding of Emergency (Gov. Code, § 11346.1, subd. (b))
The State Water Board finds that an emergency exists due to severe drought conditions and
that adoption of the proposed emergency regulation is necessary to address the emergency.
California is currently in the fourth year of a significant drought resulting in severe impacts to
California’s water supplies and its ability to meet all of the demands for water in the State. On
January 17, 2014, Governor Edmund G. Brown, Jr. declared a drought state of emergency. On
April 25, 2014 the Governor signed an Executive Order (April 2014 Proclamation) stating,
among things, “…that severe drought conditions continue to present urgent challenges: water
shortages in communities across the state, greatly increased wildfire activity, diminished water
for agricultural production, degraded habitat for many fish and wildlife species, threat of
saltwater contamination of large fresh water supplies conveyed through the Sacramento-San
Joaquin Bay Delta, and additional water scarcity if drought conditions continue into 2015.” Due
to these concerns, the April 2014 Proclamation directs the State Water Board to adopt
emergency regulations as it deems necessary, pursuant to Water Code section 1058.5, to
ensure that urban water suppliers implement drought response plans to limit outdoor irrigation
and other wasteful water practices. The April 2014 Proclamation suspended the requirement for
review under the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) for certain activities, including
adoption of emergency regulations by the Board pursuant to Water Code section 1058.5. On
December 22, 2014, Governor Brown issued Executive Order B-28-14, which extended the
suspension of the CEQA for certain activities contained in the January 2014 and April 2014
Proclamations, including Board adoption of emergency regulations pursuant to Water Code
section 1058.5, through May 31, 2016.
On April 1, 2015, Governor Brown signed Executive Order B-29-15, directing the State Water
Board to, among other things, impose restrictions to achieve a statewide 25 percent reduction in
potable urban water usage through February 2016, as compared to the amount used in 2013.
The order mandates that the Governor’s January 17, 2014 Proclamation, April 25, 2014
Proclamation, Executive Order B-26-14, and Executive Order B-28-14 remain in full force and
effect except as modified.
On July 15, 2014 the State Water Board approved an emergency regulation for urban water
conservation. The emergency regulation took effect on July 28, 2014 upon approval by the
Office of Administrative Law. On March 17, 2015, the State Water Board amended and
readopted the emergency regulation through adoption of Resolution 2015-0013, and the
amended and readopted regulation took effect on March 27, 2015. The proposed action is
needed to ensure urban water suppliers and all Californians are taking sufficient actions to
conserve water and preserve the State’s water supply and to help prevent the waste and
unreasonable use of water during a period when the Governor has issued a proclamation of
emergency based upon drought conditions.
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The State Water Board is unable to address the situation through non-emergency regulations
because the standard rulemaking process cannot timely address the current severe drought
emergency that is the focus of these regulations. Furthermore, as noted above, the Governor’s
April 1, 2015 Executive Order directs the State Water Board to adopt emergency regulations
pursuant to Water Code section 1058.5 to address the issues that are the focus of this proposed
regulation.
Authority and Reference (Gov. Code, § 11346.5, subd. (a)(2))
Water Code sections 1058 and 1058.5 provide authority for the emergency regulation. The
proposed updated emergency regulation implements, interprets, or makes specific California
Constitution Article, X, section 2; Water Code sections 100, 102, 104, 105, 174, 186, 187, 275,
350, 1051, 1122, 1123, 1825, 1846, 10617, and 10632; Light v. State Water Resources Control
Board (2014) 226 Cal.App.4th 1463.
Informative Digest (Gov. Code, § 11346.5, subd. (a)(3))
Absent the existing emergency regulation, there is no statewide prohibition on specific water
uses to promote conservation. There is also no law or regulation requiring urban water suppliers
to make specific potable water use reductions or report the amount of water they produce to the
state. The existing emergency regulation constitutes the first statewide directive to urban water
users to undertake specific actions to respond to the drought emergency and the first statewide
directive setting enforceable conservation performance standards for urban water suppliers;
consequently, the proposed regulation is consistent and compatible with existing regulations on
this subject. The proposed regulation neither differs from nor conflicts with an existing
comparable federal statute or regulation.
The proposed regulation, as updated, consists of four main types of requirements: a prohibition
on certain irrigation practices; an order that all urban water suppliers, as defined, reduce their
total potable water production by a defined percentage; an order that other distributors of public
water supply, as defined, reduce potable water consumption; and an order for all self-supplied
commercial, industrial, and institutional water users to reduce potable water usage. The
proposed regulation also includes reporting requirements and new tools to ensure compliance.
All of these requirements are intended to safeguard urban water supplies in the event of
continued drought, minimize the potential for waste and unreasonable use of water, and achieve
the 25 percent statewide potable water usage reduction ordered by Governor Brown. It is both
reasonable and prudent to maintain urban water supplies to the maximum extent feasible to
provide local agencies with the necessary flexibility to meet the health and safety needs of
Californians during the drought emergency. April 2015 surveys revealed the lowest Sierra snow
water content in California’s recorded history. California has been subject to multi-year droughts
in the past climate science indicates that the Southwestern United States are becoming drier,
increasing the likelihood of severe and prolonged droughts. Drought conditions have already
forced the State Water Board to curtail surface water diversions, and many groundwater basins
around the state are already in overdraft conditions that will likely worsen due to groundwater
pumping this summer. Many water supply systems face a present or threatened risk of
inadequate supply. Should drought conditions persist into 2016, more water supply systems will
experience shortages, presenting a great risk to the health and safety of the people supplied by
those systems. Maintaining urban water supplies through enhanced conservation will reduce the
risks to health and safety, and the negative impacts to the State’s economy.
Each of the specific prohibitions on water uses is necessary to help prevent the waste and
unreasonable use of water and to promote water conservation to maintain an adequate supply
during the drought emergency. These prohibitions affect practices that use excessive amounts
of water or where more efficient and less wasteful alternatives are available. These practices
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are particularly unreasonable during a drought due to the need to conserve limited water
supplies to meet health and safety needs.
Additional benefits will be realized should the Board adopt the proposed regulation. These
benefits include the following:
•
•
•
•
•

Incentives to eliminate ornamental turf will generate additional economic activity, such as
investments in drought-tolerant landscaping.
Increased water quality in receiving waters due to lower runoff volumes.
More effective tracking of total urban water use.
Reduced potential for severe economic disruption due to water shortages if 2016 is
another dry year.
Increased drought awareness and shared sense of responsibility among urban water
users as well as out-of-state guests at California hotels, motels, restaurants and bars.

These benefits will offset some of the fiscal impacts to water suppliers when benefits and costs
are viewed from a statewide perspective. Therefore, these benefits provide additional
justification for adopting the proposed regulation.
Proposed section 863 sets forth the State Water Board’s findings of drought emergency, noting
the Governor’s adoption of multiple emergency proclamations pertaining to drought conditions,
the persistence of drought conditions, the dry nature of the preceding three years, and the
likelihood that drought conditions will continue.
Proposed section 864 prohibits several activities, except where necessary to address an
immediate health and safety need or to comply with a term or condition in a permit issued by a
state or federal agency, to promote conservation. The section prohibits the application of water
to outdoor landscapes in a manner that causes visible runoff; the use of a hose to wash an
automobile except where the hose is equipped with a shut-off nozzle; the application of water to
hardscapes, the use of potable water in non-recirculating ornamental fountains; the application
of potable water to outdoor landscapes during or within 48-hours after measurable rainfall; the
irrigation of ornamental turf on public street medians with potable water; and the irrigation with
potable water outside of newly constructed homes and buildings that is not delivered by drip or
microspray systems. This section also prohibits serving water except when requested in
restaurants and bars and requires the operators of hotels and motels to offer patrons the option
of not having their towels and linens washed daily. Finally, under this section, commercial,
industrial and institutional users not served by either type of water supplier regulated by section
865 must either limit the number of days they water outdoor turf and ornamental landscapes to
no more than two days per week or reduce their total potable water production by 25 percent as
compared to 2013.
Proposed section 865 directs urban water suppliers to meet specified conservation standards
and to report specific information to the State Water Board. Section 865 groups the larger urban
water suppliers by R-GPCD and requires the suppliers in each group to meet a specified
percentage conservation standard during the months of June 2015 through February 2016, as
compared to the same months in 2013. Those suppliers whose R-GPCD are lower and
therefore have less ability for dramatic reductions without impacting indoor uses required for
human health and safety have relatively lower conservation standards, though all suppliers are
assigned some level of required reductions to meet the Governor's call for a 25 percent
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statewide reduction in potable urban water use and to minimize the potential for waste and
unreasonable use of water. This section also requires smaller urban water suppliers, defined as
any distributor of a public water supply, whether publicly or privately owned and including a
mutual water company, but not meeting the definition of urban water suppliers in water code
section 10617, to either limit the number of days that outdoor watering of turf and ornamental
landscapes is allowed to no more than two days per week or to reduce their total potable water
production by 25 percent as compared to 2013.
Proposed section 866 provides the State Water Board with additional emergency enforcement
tools to ensure that water suppliers and users are on track to achieve their required savings
throughout the effective period of the regulation. A conservation order would be an enforceable
order by the Board requiring the recipient to take specified actions immediately. An
informational order issued by the Board would require the recipient to submit additional
information relating to water production, water use or water conservation. Both conservation
orders and informational orders issued by the Board would be subject to reconsideration by the
Board and violations would be subject to enforcement pursuant to Water Code section 1846.
Other Matters Prescribed by Statute (Gov. Code, § 11346.5, subd. (a)(4))
The proposed emergency regulation would be adopted to help prevent the waste and
unreasonable use of water and to promote water conservation in response to conditions which
exist, or are threatened, in a critically dry year immediately preceded by two or more
consecutive below normal, dry, or critically dry years or during a period for which the Governor
has issued a proclamation of a state of emergency under the California Emergency Services Act
(Chapter 7 (commencing with Section 8550) of Division 1 of Title 2 of the Government Code)
based on drought conditions.
Local Mandate (Gov. Code, § 11346.5, subd. (a)(5))
The State Water Board has determined that adoption of proposed sections 863 and 864 does
not impose a new mandate on local agencies or school districts. The sections are generally
applicable law.
The State Water Board has further determined that adoption of proposed sections 865 and 866
do not impose a new mandate on local agencies or school districts, because the local agencies
affected by the section have the authority to levy service charges, fees, or assessments
sufficient to pay for the mandate program or increased level of service. (See Gov. Code, §
17556.)
Estimate of Cost or Savings (Gov. Code, § 11346.5, subd. (a)(6))
Increased urban water conservation will result in reduced water use, which in turn will result in
reduced water sales and lost revenue for urban water suppliers or distributors of a public water
supply. This loss in revenue will be a function of the amount of water conserved (and therefore
not sold) and the unit price that water would have sold for. In addition to lost revenue from
reduced water sales, urban water suppliers will also incur costs associated with water
production reporting as required by the proposed emergency regulations. The State Water
Board estimates that local agencies that are urban water suppliers or distributors of a public
water supply could collectively realize as much as $510,000,000 in lost revenue as a result of
implementing the proposed regulation. Additionally, the reporting costs to local government are
estimated to be $1,656,980. The total costs to local government are therefore estimated to be
$511,656,980, which is the sum of estimated lost revenues and the estimated reporting costs.
This analysis conservatively assumes that even though those costs likely can be recouped by
those agencies through rates, they will not be recouped during the effective period of the
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regulation and are considered costs to the supplier, but not a local mandate as the costs are
ultimately recoverable.
Implementation of the proposed emergency regulation will result in additional workload for the
State Water Board and possibly for the Department of Water Resources. At present this work is
accomplished through redirection of resources within existing agency budgets. However, the
State Water Board anticipates the need for additional resources (up to two PYs) to conduct
activities related to the emergency regulation.
The above summary information is explained in greater detail in the State Water Board’s
Emergency Regulations Digest, which is attached.
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Attachment 2
City of Merced’s
Conservation Activities
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Irrigation limited to only on two days per week; reduced time frame, before 9
a.m., after 9 p.m.
No watering when it rains
Limit car washing fund raisers to only established car washing facilities
Exempted vegetable gardens from two day per week watering restrictions
No watering Mondays, Thursdays, or Fridays
Providing residents with free low-flow shower head, hose nozzles with auto shutoff valves, and 5-minute shower timers
Greatly reduced the hydrant flushing and testing program
Converted to weather based irrigation controllers for large parks and significantly
reduced water consumption in public landscaped areas
Expanded the public presence via various presentations, guest speaking
School outreach program for elementary to college age students
Partnership with Master Gardeners, Chamber of Commerce Green Team, & UC
Merced
Water Conservation booth at community events such as County Fair, Home &
Garden Show, Earth Day, Cap N’ Town, Lights on After Dark
Media Outreach – radio commercials, TV presence, weekly articles in the Merced
County Times
Interviews by Community Conversations, Channel 30, Merced Co News TV,
KAMB, and the Merced Sun-Star
Most of the recycled water is used on the City’s farm lands and the wetlands
operated by State Fish and Game. Very little goes down Hartley Slough
anymore.
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Attachment 3

Water Conservation Measures and Incentives
2014 Savings
All the water saving measures the community implemented, ranging from voluntary cutbacks to water
use ordinance changes saved 9% from June 2014 to February 2015 as compared to the same time period
one year earlier. Continuing to do the same this year will save 9% again.

Meters
Installing water meters as authorized by the municipal code and in the approved budget will save at
least 20%. Staff will be expediting this project to complete metering within 1 year.

Rebates
A rebates program to replace toilets, washing machines, turf and for recirculating hot water systems can
save approximately 3 percent. The success of the rebate program depends and State grant
opportunities. It will take approximately 3 months to implement.

Incentives
Incentives to encourage water savings include:
•
•
•

Hosting classes, workshops, and educational opportunities partnering with Cooperative
Extension Programs, Master Gardeners and other community groups.
Recognition programs and promotional contests for the biggest savers.
Yard display signs and other promotional materials.

Incentives will save 1 to 2 percent and keep conservation in the forefront. It will take 2-3 months to
implement.
Emergency Ordinance
It will take 1 month to implement an emergency ordinance to meet the state emergency orders and
regulations including:
•
•

No watering 48 hours after measurable rain.
No watering of turfed medians.
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The emergency ordinance can be used to codify other practices developed through the drought and
conservation ad hoc committee such as:
•
•

No watering or 1 day watering November 14th through March 1st
Residential car washing only on your watering day.

Enhanced Enforcement
Enhanced enforcement is recommended in the 2015-2016 Budget. It was suggested that it should begin
earlier using overtime or part time help. Enhanced enforcement could add 1 to 2 percent savings and
will take 1 month to implement.

Advertising and Outreach
Advertising and Outreach are proposed in the 2015-2016 budget. Additional advertising and outreach
should be considered for May and June and could improve savings 1%.
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Water Conservation Measures
Measure

Savings, %

Cost, $

2014 Savings
Meters
Rebates
Incentives
Emergency Ordinance
Enhanced Enforcement
Additional Advertising/Outreach

9
20
3
1
1
1
1

4,000,000
500,000
10,000
500
10,000
10,000

Total

36

4,530,500

Implementation Time
Implemented & Ongoing
12 months
3 months
3 months
1 month
1 month
1 month

