The Merced Theatre:
Finishing the Restoration

Bringing the Theatre Back to its Original Glory

When the Merced Theatre opened in 1931, it could hold a
quarter of the population of the entire city in one seating. It
became the community’s premiere showplace for live per-
formances and motion pictures. It architecture was rich in
Spanish design with a Mediterranean facade in the main
theatre and dramatic archways inside.

The Theatre is the only one in the Central Valley designed
by the famous Reid Brothers architectural firm, who also
designed San Francisco’s Fairmont Hotel and the Hotel del
Coronado in San Diego.

In 1998 a group of Merced residents formed the Merced
Theatre Foundation, in order to lead the restoration of the
Theatre. The not-for-profit Foundation and the City of
Merced are working together to bring the Theatre back to
its glorious past. Soon, the Theatre will once again host
live music, performance, movies, and community events.

Phase 3 of the Restoration: A Community Challenge

Phases 1 and 2 of the Theatre restoration are complete.
These include the renovation of the apartments and storefronts
along Main Street, and saving the tower itself.

Now it's time for Phase 3, the most important : restoring the
lobby and theatre auditorium. This will cost about $6 million.

The campaign is off to a great start with a $2 million gift from
the California Cultural and Historical Endowment (CCHE). The
CCHE gift provides an incredible base of funding, and needs to
be matched by local funds.

Volunteers working on Phase 2.

The Goal is in Sight

The Total Goal to Raise: $ 4 million to restore the auditorium

The CCHE gift means that every dollar given to the Theatre project is
really two dollars - because the gift will bring in the match from the CCHE
grant.

Over the next year, the Merced Theatre Foundation will raise the money to
complete the restoration of the Theatre. The Foundation has prepared
well for this by building a strong organization, creating a sound business
plan, and putting together an outstanding project team.



What Phase 3 Involves:  Phase 3is the largest and most important part of the project: the Theatre auditorium, lobby, and main structure. The work to restore the Theatre includes:

m Demolishing interior walls added in the 1970s to “four-plex” the auditorium

m New mechanical and electrical systems

m Adding handicapped restrooms and other access improvements.

A Well-Planned Project

m Structural strengthening of the building, including re-roofing

m New theatrical systems including stage rigging and sound system infrastructure

The project team is well-qualified and ready to carry out the project. The architect, Wenell-Matheis Bowe
(WMB) of Stockton, has previously done many historic buildings, including the Stockton Fox Theater restora-
tion. WMB has already finished conceptual studies and schematics for this project. The Merced Theatre
Foundation has successfully raised funds for Phases 1 and 2 of Theatre restoration, and has already been
operating the Theatre for limited community events.

The same wall:

The way it looks >
today

<« The way it will look
after restoration

Schedule for the Restoration 2008

winter spring  summer

Complete Design, obtain permits
Construction, install furnishings

Concept plan for auditorium restoration

2009

fall winter spring  summer

fall



Performing Arts for Merced

When Phase 3 of the Merced Theatre is complete, the result will be an outstanding 1100-seat audi-
torium that will be Merced'’s largest performance venue.

Mercedians will be able to enjoy live music from symphonies to jazz to rock; community events and
gatherings; dance programs, and all forms of live performance. Movies will still be a feature of the
Theatre. The Merced Theatre Foundation will operate the theatre at reasonable costs, guided by
the Foundation’s business plan.

Making a Gift to Preserve this Community Icon

The Merced Theatre Foundation invites you to become a part of
this exciting transformation.

Your gift is fully tax-deductible. Naming opportunities for Thea-
tre rooms and features are available for significant gifts, but
every gift is important.

Any of the Foundation representatives listed below can assist
you in supporting the Merced Theatre.

Merced Theatre Foundation

Foundation Board of Directors Fundraising Campaign Board
Kathleen Crookham, Chair
Craig Scott, Vice Chair Robin Adam Lori Gallo
Grey Roberts, Treasurer Alfred Day Josephine Giampauoli

Lynn Collins Nancy Harvey

Lee Andersen Doris Gonella Gloria Conlin Jan Lorenzi

Judi Arthur Vince Giriffiths Bill Foster Edith Nahas

Jim Cunningham  Dan Holmes Nini Freitas Sandi Kemps

Alfred Day Dr. Art Kamangar

Doug Fluetsch Lorraine Murphy

Bill Foster Wendell Olson

Tom Frazier Joan Sortini

Skip George

Merced Theatre Foundation, PO Box 716 Merced, California 95341
209.722.3266 www.mercedtheatre.org

In partnership with the City of Merced
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